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e UNC’83 Graduate in RTVMP
* Grew up in Swannanoa, NC
 Charles D Owen High ‘79

e The Daily Tar Heel ‘81-'83

* Played soccer ‘79-'81

Senior Investigative Reporter — NBC Bay Area
Ethics Fellow | The Poynter Institute for Media Studies

During 35 years in TV News covered:

37 named tropical storms/hurricanes

42 space shuttle launches

More than one dozen tornadoes & wildfires

2000 Election - Florida hanging chads

Elian Gonzalez standoff in Miami

US Presidents, Pope, Ford fires, airplane crashes, inmate tax scams, fracking, child farm workers, day care safety, CA water crisis,
toxic water, Silicon Valley tech companies, environmental issues, toxic dumping
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What IS Ethics?

Based on Greek word ethos - meaning character

 “Ethics deals with the philosophical
foundations of decision-making, of choosing
among the good and bad options one faces.”

* Morality — the application of ethics or the way
or manner in which people behave

 Law —what we can do or cannot do

e Ethics tells us what we owe or ought to do for
society Jay Black & Jennings Bryant, 1992
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Associated Press
‘Code of Ethics for Photojournalists
AP pict Y 'We do not alter or digitally manipulate the content of a photograph in any way.
The content of a photograp be altered in Photoshop or by any other means. No element should be digitally
identities.

added o or 3 of individuals must not be cbscured by Photoshop or
any other aditing tool. Only retouching or the use of the cloning tool to eliminate dust and h
prints are acceptable.

al“h' and color I:ﬂ;::hﬁlhun b ird-'ur'lm
umm“nnmﬁ'mmmhmmmw_)nnm
of the Changes in

the auth density, contrast, color ly alter
should not be digitally biurred or eliminated by buming down or by

the orignal scene are nat ac

aggressive toning. The removal of “red eye” from photographs is not permissible.

When of such or the AP's and li
editing. he or she should contact a senior photo prior to th of any image.

On those occasions when we ransmit images that have been prowded and altered by the fax b d, for
example — the caption must dearly explain it. Transmitting such imagy app ¥ a senior photo editor.

Except as described herein, we do not stage, pose or re-enact events. When we shoot video,
portraits, or photograp fe ham:—muﬁbaﬂ.m

portraits. fashion or home design illustrabons. m’n.ﬂ-huﬂhh
ﬂﬂd“hnl-‘!ﬂm-n“hm

In the cases of

alter, or seek to alter or influence events.

Editing should maintain the integrity of the photographic images’ content and context. Do not manipulate images or add or
alter sound in any way . i '




PRSA Member Code of Ethics

The PRSA Assembly adopted this Member Code of Ethics in 2000. It replaces the Code
of Professional Standard (sometimes called the Code of Ethics) that was last revised in
1988. For further information on the Code, Please contact Judy Voss, Director,
Professional Development, (212) 460-1480 or judy.vossi@prsa.org.

Preamble
Public Relations Society of America Member Code of Ethics 2000

+ Professional Values
« Principles of Conduct
+ Commitment and Comphance

This Code applies to PRSA members. The Code is designed to be a useful guide for
PRSA members as they carry out their ethical responsibiliies. Thus document is designed
to anticipate and accommodate, by precedent, ethical challenges that may anise. The
scenarios outlined in the Code provision are actual examples of misconduct More will be
added as expenence with the Code occurs.

The Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) is committed to ethical practices. The
Lassal of ceihlic tact DDCA e e e R e e i
level of public trust PRSA members seek, as we serve the public good, means we have

taken on a special obligation to operate ethically.

The value of member reputation depends upon the ethical conduct of everyone affiliated
with the Public Relations Society of Amenca. Each of us sets an example for each other -
as well as other professionals - by our pursuit of excellence with powerful standards of

Emphasis on enforcement of the Code has been eliminated. But, the PRSA Board of
Directors retains the right to bar from membership or expel from the Society any
individual who has been or is sanctioned by a government agency or convicted in a court
of law of an action that is in violation of this Code.

Ethical practice is the most important obligation of a PRSA member. We view the
Member Code of Ethics as a model for other professions, orgamzations, and
professionals.



But according to Philip Meyer
.| In 1987 book Ethical Journalism
&Y “..journalists are still confused.”
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In their book Doing Ethics in Journalism

Poynter’s Bob Steele, USF’s Jay Black and BYU’s Ralph
Barney say part of the reason for that confusion

are these “Codes of Ethics”

* At best codes help define problems and

~ issues & alert journalists to responsibility to report as

thoroughly, accurately and fairly as possible

At WORST - “...codes have short-circuited
individual journalists’ ability to act as independent
decision makers.”



EXERCISE

e List 3 values to you that in your opinion are “must” values that guide your life
and your decision making

 How are they important to you and toward conducting your life

* List them in the order that you value them

For example:
v’ Hard work
v’ Loyalty
v’ Integrity
v’ Honesty



Ethics also involves questioning yourself and
your choices.

How do they reflect on the craft of journalism?
s it true? Not accurate but true?

Does it reflect truth?

s it fair?

s it balanced?

S it in context?

Does it minimize harm?
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So @KTVU decided to put this picture up
about Nia Wilson

We demand an apology ASAP
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FIND LOVE Black Journalist Groups Call Out TV Station for
ONLINE AT Airing Photo of Stabbing Victim Nia Wilson
.h,;.r%jge!:d;&i’ Appearing to Hold a Gun

THESHELTERPETPROJECT.0RG “ Anne Branigin

th
r

NIA WILSON «

#SayHerName: Celebrities Draw Attention to
the Death of Nia Wilson in the Week Following
her Fatal Stabbing

Anne Branigin

Several prominent black media groups have slammed a local Bay Area news
station for running a photo of Nia Wilson—the 18-year-old black woman

@«



Monday, July 23, 2018

KTVU Has Another 'Oh Crap' Moment This Time on Nia
Wilson Murder; UPDATE: Picture of Victim Holding Gun Was
No Gun; Somerville Says Sorry (Again) On Behalf of Station

YOU WOULD
THINK
THEY'D HAVE
LEARNED BY
NOW

How could
KTVU let the
photo of the
stabbing
victim, Nia
Wilson, make
it on the air?
Its Noon News
(that's a jinxed
spot)

Incredible.

. ..-ll\2

This photo of murder victim, Nia Wilson, made KTVU's air

Indefensible
too.

The suspect in the murder case has been apprehended.

KTVU has (more) explaining to do.

Again.

UPDATE: The picture of Nia Wilson appears to show her holding a gun; in fact, the
photo is that of a cell phone case. It could be interpreted as an honest mistake by
KTVU but given their 2013 Asiana Airlines fake names blunder, they should have

been more careful. MUCH more careful.

*Anchor Frank Somerville once again had to apologize for the station.



One of the key concerns here is that killers of black people are often treated differently — meaning, more
leniently — than killers of white people.

The statistics bear out the concern. Wesley Lowery, Kimbriell Kelly, and Steven Rich recently reported for the
Washington Post, based on an analysis of killings over the past decade in 52 of the US’s largest cities: “Black
victims, who accounted for the majority of homicides, were the least likely of any racial group to have their
killings result in an arrest, The Post found. While police arrested someone in 63 percent of the killings of white
victims, they did so in just 47 percent of those with black victims.”

As journalist Jill Leovy explained in her award-winning book Ghettoside, the racial disparity reflects a lack of
resources going to solving murders, particularly in minority communities. Community distrust can also play a
role, since it makes it harder for police to get cooperating witnesses needed to solve murders; in this way,
community distrust and poor murder solve rates feed into each other — people are less likely to cooperate with
police when they feel unprotected by the law, and police are less able to protect people without cooperation. All
of this together leads to fewer arrests when black people are the victims.
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i 1191 wouldn 't show the smiling girl who
raduated abroad at one of the best

schools in the countryv. The media would

portravme as a hard and mean-looking

girl who was asking for it.

Thevwouldn 't honor the life I had lived,

but rather , Justify the reason I was dead.

P.S. White people, please stay out of this
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TAGS:
=IFTHEYGUNNEDMEDOWN




C {) @ iftheygunnedmedown.tumblr.com b4

Apps w= NBCBayArea & Google m LinkedIn [ TweetDeck ﬁ Facebook W Twitter m IRE 0] Outlook Web App 1 Tar Heel Times - UNC %% Dropbox m Google Maps » Other bookmarks

-

Augzo

bbn(mdquerr
=1ftheveunnedmedown which p1c you
think ff hev ould use???

PERMALINK|

TAGS:
sAIFTHEYGUNNEDMEDOWN

Augo
xxhereshecomesnonwxx

=ifthevgunnedmedown Which p1ctlu e
would they use? Would they mention my
troubled P{Iaf orthat I 00&1310113]]‘
smohked weed ...or would they mention




ASIANA FLIGHT 214
PI}ETS' NAMES

» Captain Sum Ting Wong

o

' ¥ * WiTu Lo
%}

<

z' » Ho Lee Fuk
R \

» Bang Ding Ow

-~
i

V.

L




NBC &>

BAY AREA







Helicopter Night Vision Goggles HEMS

“NBC &>

BAY AREA




BAY AREA




Dead Still Voting_wbs







NBC &>

BAY AREA




Stephen Stock
Senior Investigative Reporter
NBC Bay Area
smstock@ad.unc.edu
@StephenStockTV
www.stephenstock.tv
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